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HOW TO CHANGE A NEEDLE  
 

1. Open the front door of the Vet ABC. 
2. Slide the needle down, put one finger on the brass frame of the 

carriage and slide down. (#1, Fig 1-1) 
3. Remove the 2 tubes from the needle rinse block and one tube at the 

top of the needle. 
4. Pry the metal clip towards you with a flat head screw driver. Do not 

worry about damaging the clip; it can always be bent back into shape. 
(#2, Fig. 1-1)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   Fig. 1-1 
 

5. Remove the 2 screws in the white needle rinse block. (Fig.1-2) 
6. Once the screws are removed you can remove the needle assembly 

from the machine. 
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Fig. 1-2                                                         Fig. 1-3  
7. Slide out the old needle while being careful with the o’ring.     
                   

NOTE: If your needle is bent very badly you will need to cut the needle 
off before the bend so you don’t damage the white block as you pull 
the needle through.  
 

8. Slide your new needle through the small white cap, then slide the 
o’ring on and finally the large white needle block. (Fig.1-3) 

 
9. Reattach the top tube and then place the needle assembly back into 

the carriage.  Placement is important so ensure it is as shown below. 
(#3, Fig.1-4). Once the placement is correct, press the metal clip back 
onto the frame. The clip should press firmly against the needle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   Fig. 1-4 
 

10. Tighten the 2 screws evenly but don’t over tighten. Move the needle up 
and down at a constant rate to see if there is any unwanted resistance, 
if so then loosen the screws a little and retighten again evenly until the 
resistance is minimized and the needle moves up and down smoothly. 

 
11. Reattach the 2 tubes on the needle rinse block. Slide the carriage back 

up into the proper position. Run one start up cycle and control to 
ensure the needle was replaced properly. 
 
NOTE: If any contaminant gets inside the needle the Vet ABC will 
continually fail Start up Cycles. 

 
TOOLS REQUIRED: 

- Vet ABC Screw Driver, 2.5mm Allen Key Head 
- Small Flat head screw driver 
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